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The Director )
Ceniral Intelligence Agency

,

Wasiinglon.D.C. 20505

24 APR 1980

Dear Bud: STAT

Thank you for sending a copy of your editorial on
"The CIA's Use of American Reporters." It is one of
the most reasoned and balanced discussions of the issue
I have yet seen. In an era when many news stories read
Tike editorials it is refreshing to read an editorial
which accurately presents the facts and draws some
Togical conclusions.

I well remember our last meeting at the
Washington Press Club dinner in April of 1978. It
is good to hear from you and I appreciate your taking
the time to write.

Yours sincerely,
/sl gtansfield Turme®

STANSFIELD TURNER

Mr. A. A. Smyser
Honolulu Star-Bulletin
P. 0. Box 3080
Honolulu, Hawaii 96802
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Amerlcan Reporiers

Should an American newspaperman ever. report back hxs
fmdinzs to the Central Intelligence Agency? . -

The:- reverse happen.l all the time: CIA men in American .
embassxes overseas»-.

the. hest*rmformatmn ‘g‘qurces ‘avaﬂeble to eorrespondents

15 APRIL 1980
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'Ii.;:; arexf‘:ll informend and partxcularly useful in provxd-
ing: background to aeorrespondent who may be m a coun-
tryforonlyashortﬁmo. P x s

Good” journalists tap this knowledﬁe. but doublecheck
their information, as. they would with any other souree, and
generally find it rehable. :

.- But, what about. journalists nging back mformauon m
re ? &

't‘u;;:ve:, ffxg} money" was the gmdeline suggested here two
yearseagonby three. foreign correspondents attending a
Umversity of. Hawaii, Round. Table on Asxan News. spon—
sored by the:Gannett Fellowship Program. o

Keyes® Beech, now of the Los Angeles Tlmes, Denms
Bloodworth of the London Observer; and Richard Halloran
of the'New York Times, all said they talk to intelligence
agents overseas, even exchange information with them, but
would eons:der it’ prosutution to: accept pa1d CIA: assign-
ments.on i O R R

Beech termed his relations thh overseas agents “mutu-

x e .».:1' i .«f

allyibeneficial.”> .~ . SRR R s
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open one%that is — are among;
. ‘eu’cumstances

‘
sw’».

B& D

K cant or else the exception shouldn’t be approved.

STAT

All of this bears on a new flap among journalists over an |;
amendment to the 1976 CIA policy that it would not use full- ‘

time or part-time U.S. Journahsts paid or unpaid, for intel- | ¥
lxgence activities. ‘

~§ At the end of 1977, the new CIA director, Stansfield Turn- | |

er, amended. this policyito permit exceptions with the i :
specx.flc approval of the CIA director.

Under this amendment, he told the American Society of
Newspaper Editors, three assignments for newsmen were
approved by him, but never camed out because of changed

e Tumer defended the pohcy He saxd ‘he sees no harm in a
newsman helpmg lns government secure important infor- j
manon, so long as he remains ethical and bonest m what
he feports to his journalistic audience. - .

Presuient Carter later backed Turner and mdxcated the
exceptxons also had been cleared with him.

WA number of American newspapers tend to fear any con-
‘tact. with the CIA will tarnish theu' reputation for mtegrxty
and mdependence -

" The facts are that contacts always have been frequent
and that no matter what we say or do, most foreigners will
be susplcwus anyway that newsmen are sometlmes
"sples -

+ This. will dlsplease some of our Journallstxc brethren but
we think the allowance of exceptions specifically approved
at the highest levels of government is reasonable if frugally
exercxsedu

The ‘losses to Journahsm will hardly be as great as al-
leged.. ~The. gain to the nation presumably could be s:gmﬁ—

“~Ethical writing and reporting still remains the respon-
sibility of each correspondent and his editors.
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